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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE 


N E &4A_ © EK 


T ſeems neceſſary to aſſure the Rea- 
der the following Letter was written 
and ſent to the Rev. Mr. Browne, for 
whoſe Satisfaction it was penned, and at 
whoſe Requeſt, among Others, it is now 
publiſhed, at the Time it bears Date. 
Let it be obſerved, that this was long 
before a War in Germany was appre- 
hended, and before the Death of the 
Elector of Bavaria, which has occa- 
ſioned it. It is in Compliance with 
the Requeſt of the ſame worthy and 
long: intimate known Friend, that the 
Arguments are ſomewhat enlarged, and 
Reaſons added, for the Confirmation of 
ſuch Parts as were likely to meet with 
the moſt Oppoſition, As the Author 
only offers this as his private Opinion, 


he 


a BW; 

he leaves it to the Judgment of the 
learned and judicious World, and Men 
ſeriouſly ſtudied in this Way I Writing, 

and is entirely unconcerned with che 
Treatment it may meet with. But if, 
through the Bleſſing of Goo, it ſhould 

ſtir up any one, from an Apprehenſion 
of approaching Judgments, to flee 
from the Wrath to come, and to exa-- 
mine how he ſhould be able to ſtand in 
a Day of Trial, the Author's utmoſt 
With will be gratified, and may Gop 


have the Glory, 
| A. M. 


Creaton, Northamptonſtrire, 
ioth September, 1778. 


E ET Ro 


Rev. Mr. M. BROWNE. 
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DEAR SIR, 


Have long promiſed to ſend you a few Lines 
upon the expected Downfal of Antichriſt ; 
and they will be rather Gleanings from the 
Fields of others than any Thing of my own, 
which will be, I hope, a Recommendation, 
and an Inducement to you to give them a pa- 
tient Reading. Among other Writers on this 
Subject, I have peruſed the Lord Biſhop of 
Briſtols very celebrated Diſſertations on the 
Prophecies: And although, upon the Whole, 
I think they have great Merit, yet I cannot 
agree with his Lordſhip inevery Particular. In 
his Diſſertations upon the Apocalypſe, he ſays,* 
* The main Subjects of this Book are com- 
* priſed in Sevens. Seven Churches, ſeven 
B  & | © Seals, 


* 
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et Seals, ſeven Trumpets, and ſeven Vials; as 
« ſeven was alſo a myſtical Number through- 
© out the Old Teſtament, many contend, 
e and among them ſuch learned Men as More 
« and Vitringa, that the ſeven Epiſtles are pro- 
« phetical of ſo many ſucceſlive Periods and 
ce States of the Church, from the Beginning to 
te the Concluſion of all. But it doth not ap- 
t pear that there are, or were to be, ſeven Pe- 
« riods of the Church, neither more nor leſs : 
« And no two Men can agree in aſſigning the 
« ſame Periods. There are, likewiſe, in theſe 
« Epiſtles, ſeveral innate Characters, which are 
« peculiar to the Church of that Age, and 
« cannot be ſo well applied to the Church of 
*« any other Age. Beſides other Arguments, 
ie there is alſo this plain Reaſon; the laſt State 
* of the Church is deſcribed, in this very Book, 
« as the moſt glorious of all; but, in the laſt 
te State, in theſe Epiſtles, (that of Zaod:cea,) the 
« Church is repreſented as wretched, and mi- 
c ſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 
«© Theſe Epiſtles have rather a /zerat than a 
_ « my/iical Meaning.” So far the Biſhop : But 
I beg Leave, with Deference to ſo able and 
judicious a Writer, to differ from his Lordſhip's 
Judgment in this Particular; and the rather I 
am emboldened to do it, as I have ſuch learned 
long-eſtabliſhed Names as More and Vitringa, 
yea, and alſo Mede, and many others, on my 
Side. The Names of Men, ſo deſervedly re- 
nowned in the learned World, ſhould make a 


Writer 


1 


Writer very cautious, at the leaſt, how he diſ- 
ſented from them. His Reaſons for a contrary 
Opinion ſhould be invincible. Let us examine 
thoſe his Lordſhip has brought to ground his 
Judgement upon. Many (be ſays) contend, 
the ſeven Epiſtles are prophetical of ſo many 

© ſucceſſive Periods and States of the Church; 
* but it doth not appear that there are, or were 
* to be, ſeven Periods of the Church, neither 
* more nor leſs.” To uſe the Biſhop's own 
Argument in another Place,F I might ſay, theſe 
very ſeven Churches prove it. But to be more 
explicit. The Apocalypſe is generally agreed by 
all, and, fo far as I know, denied by none, to 
be a Revelation of what ſhould befal the Church 
of Chriſt to the End of Time. It is confeſſed, 
that the other Sevens, of Seals, Trumpets, and 
Vials, were prophetic of what ſhould happen to 
the Church and People of Chri/t at diſtinct Pe- 
riods, whilſt thece was a Church upon Earth, 
and his Lordſhip accordingly hath, himſelf, 
taken much Pains to fix thoſe Times and Pe- 
riods, and to ſhew their Beginning and Duration. 
Now, why this Revelation of St. John ſhould 
contain a Revelation in the ſeven Seals, ſeven 
Trumpets, and ſeven Vials, and not in the ſe- 
ven Churches, it is difficult to ſay. Why they 
ſhould be prophetical and myſtical, and 7015 
literal and not prophetical, ſeems to be a little 
arbitrary to affirm, and to ſtand in Need of 
ſome Proof to authorize that Determination. 
B 2 'The 
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The Apocalypſe is entitled, The Revelation 
* of Jeſus Chriſt, which Gop gave unto him, to 
ic ſhew unto his Servants Things which muſt 
* ſhortly come to paſs. Bleſſed is be that reads 
* eth, and they that bear, the Words of this Pro- 
ic phecy, and keep thoſe Things which are written 
* therein, for the Time is at hand.” The very 
next Thing that follows is the Dedication and 
Epiſtles to the ſeven Churches, which, although 
it is, moſt plainly, the Beginning of the Words 
« of this Prophecy,” as the Hol GnrosT terms 
it, yet, it is contended, that it is no Prophe 
at all, but a Relation of Matters of Fact, then 
actually in Being, and without any Relation to 
Things that muſt ſhortly come to paſs. But, that 
the Spirit of God, in writing a Prophecy, ſhould 
begin that Prophecy with Something that was 
not a Prophecy, and immediately depart from the 
Subject of his Title and write upon a different 
Subject, ſeems to be an Inconſiſtency which we 
would not ſuppoſe in a good Writer amongſt 
Men, 


The Judgments threatened ta be brought 
upon the Churches, and which were, in their 
Nature, future, were not, properly ſpeaking, a 
Prophecy, but a Denunciation of the juſt 
Puniſhment of their Diſobedience, to be inflicted 
or withheld as they ſhould repent or continue 
obſtinate: And, therefore, if the ſeven Epiſtles 
are not prophetical, the Whole that is written, 
concerning the ſeven Churches, is no Part of 


the 


3 
the Revelation of St. Jobn: So that about a ſe- 
venth Part of the Book of © the Revelation of St. 
« Jobn is, by this Determination, adjudged to 


be no Part of the Revelation of St. John, but a 
Hiſtory of Facts. 


The Apocalypſe is a Prophecy and Revelation 
of thoſe Things which ſhould befal the Church 
of Chriſt from the Time of St. John's writing it 
to the End of the World, and therefore Man- 
kind was to expect no more Prophecy. The 
Epi tles to the ſeven Churches were a Revelation 

what ſhould befal the Church of Chri/t to 
the End of Time, as it were, in the Abſtract, 
containing the Outlines, and ſhewing the dif- 
ferent Characters and States, of the Church. 
The Seals, Trumpets, and Vials, ſhew parti- 
cular Revolutions, which ſhould come to pals, 
both in Church and State, during each Period 
of thoſe ſeveral Church-States: So that the 
Whole is, according to its Title, a Revelation 
and a Prophecy. As the Period of the ſeven 
Churches begins with, and ends at, the Period 
of the Church of Chrif upon Earth, and runs 
collateral with it; and, as the Gs Churches 
differed in their State and Condition the one from 
the other; and all, ſucceſſively as they are men- 
tioned, are defcriptive of the Church of Chriſt; 
it will follow, that the Church of Cbriſt, at dif- 
ferent Times, muſt vary and alter her State and 
Condition, ſo as at one Time to differ from 
herſelf at another Time; and her Tranſition, 


x from 
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from the one to the other Condition, will form 
the Period of that Church; and the Number of 
the (even) Churches ſhews there will be ſeven 
remarkable Periods in the Church. This Ar- 
gument I ground upon this Poſition, that 2h 
Whole, that is contained in the Apocalypſe, is, 
according to the Words of the HoLy GnosrT, 
tt A Prophecy of Things that muſt ſhortly come 
% fo paſs;” therefore the ſeven Epiſtles muſt be 
prophetical. 


It is next objected, that no two Men can 
« agree in aſſiguing the ſame Periods.” Is this 
an Argument to prove that there are no Periods 
of the Church? No two Men can agree 
where the one Church-State ends and the next 
begins, and therefore there is no Period, or 
End, of the one State, nor Beginning of another. 
No two Men can agree in the Method of fixing 
the Longitude, therefore there is no Longitude, 
or, at leaſt, no Method of fixing it. Surely this 
is concluding without Premiſes. An Argument, 
drawn from the Ignorance of Men to the Being of 
a Thing, ſeems not to be a good one. But, with 
great Submiſſion, I apprehend, that this is not ex- 
actly the Caſe ; for could eaſily ſhew that there 
are more than two Men, or three either, that 
agree together in aſſigning the ſame Periods; 
and, if they did not agree together, that would 
be no Argument to prove there were no certain 
Periods ot the Church: They are known, and 
therefore certain, to Gor, though the Igno- 


rance 


11 
rance of Man ſhould not have yet attaĩned to 
the Knowledge of them. But, although they 
may not all agree to fix the ſame Time for their 
ſeveral Periods, yet it is manifeſt they all agree, 
that there are ſuch Periods of the Church, and 
that thoſe Periods are ſeven, though they differ 


about the Times of their Commencement and 
Duration. 


Another Objection is, that, in theſe Epiſ- 
ce tles, there are ſeveral innate Characters, 
«which are peculiar to the Church of that 
Age, and cannot be fo well applied to the 
Church of any other Age.” It is not denied, 
that the Characters of the ſeven Churches were 
true of thoſe Churches; neither is that alone the 
Queſtion; but whether they were or were not 
Types, and deſcriptive of the Church of Chrif 
in ſeven ſubſequent Stages, or Periods, of that 
Church, as well as true Characters of the 
Churches themſelves. And, if not, how is this 
then any Part of the Prophecy and Revelation of 
Jesvs CnRISA to his Servant John? We agree 
with the Apoſtle, that * here is Letter and there 
7s Spirit; and we affirm, that the Scripture is 
true in both. Whether theſe innate Characters 
can or cannot be ſo well applied to the Church 
of any other Age will be hereafter ſeen. 


But the laſt Objection is introduced as an in- 
vincible one, which determines the Queſtion, 
and 


*. 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
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and abſolutely decides this Matter againſt Vitrin- 
ga, More, the judicious Mede; - and others, 
The Objection is in theſe Words: *© Beſides 
 *« other Arguments, there is alſo this plain Rea- 
„ ſon; the laſt State of the Church is deſcribed, 

« in this very Book, as the mot glorious of ally 
« but, in the laſt State, i in theſe Epiſtles, (that 
* of Laodicea,) the Church is repreſented as 
« wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 

« and naked.” By theſe Words; one would be 
almoſt perſuaded to believe, the Right Reve+ 
rend Author himſelf allowed there were dif- 
ferent States in the Church, by ſpeaking of © 7he 
« Joſt State; and, if there are different States, 
there muſt be Periods to thoſe States, But, not 
to catch at Words, I wiſh the learned 3 
had mentioned the State of the Church in the 
Apocalypſe which he alluded to, and compared 
to the Church of Laodicea, to ſhew their Disfor- 
mity. If he means the Deſcription of the new 
Feruſalem,* as I ſuppoſe he does, I anſwer, that 
it is not clear to me that the new Teruſalem 
 Church-State is the Antitype of the Church of 
Laodicea, or the laſt State of the Church mili- 
tant upon Earth; and therefore it is no Proof 
that the laſt State of the Church upon Earth ſhall 
be a glorious one, 


Our Lord foretold, that the laſt State of the 
Church would not be a glorious' State, but a 
careleſs, lukewarm, worldly, unbelieving, State: 


For 
* Rev. a 


3 

For he ſays, 4 When the Son of Man cometh, ſhall 
he find Faith on the Earth? But, when he 
comes to Judgment, if the laſt State of the 
Church be the moſt glorious State, he will find 
Abundance of Faith, A profeſſing People, 
without Faith, will very well anſwer the De- 
ſcription of the Church of Laodicea, which ſaid, 


I am rich, and increaſed with Goods, and _ | 


Need of Nothing, and knew not that it was 
wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked. But a profeſſing People, without 
Faith, will not anſwer the Deſcr tion of the 
moſt glorious State of the Church of Chriſt ; 
and, therefore, the laſt State of the Church, 
upon Earth, is not to be the moſt glorious State, 
but a State of ſpiritual Poverty, Blindneſs, and 


Unbelief. 


But the glorious State deſcribed in the Reve- 
lation is not the laſt State of the Church upon 
Earth : This moſt glorious State 1s deſcribed in 
the 21ſt Chapter; and the new Teruſalem; 
wherein the Children of Ged are to dwell, is 
drawn with the utmoſt Luxuriancy of Imagi- 
nation, and enriched and heightened with all 
the Glories of created Nature. But, unhap- 
pily for the Argument, this beautiful holy City 
has no Place, nor this moſt glorious State a 
Beginning, till after the laſt and general Reſur- 
reion, nor till after theſe Heavens and this 
Earth are paſſed away, and a new Heaven and 

| a 
t Luke xviii. 8. 


1 eee es %⅛ —• ⅛˙ ä ET nn 


10 ) 
a new Earth are created, r wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs. For, in the 16th Chapter, the 
Vials of Wrath are poured out upon the papal 
Kingdom: The 17th and 18th ſhew the De- 
ſtruction thereof: The 19th, the Marriage of 
the Lamb; that is, the Commencement of the 
Millennium and the Deſtruction of the Pope: 
The 2cth, the Duration of the Millennium State, 
Satan bound for a Thouſand Years, and the firſt 
Reſurrection of the Saints only. At the End of 
the Thouſand Years, when the Philadelpbian 
Church- State ends, then Satan ſhall be looſed, 
and ſhall ſtir up Gog and Magog to deceive and 
oppreſs the Church of Chriſt. Upon the loofing 
of Satan, the Laodicean Church-State begins; 
and, through the Deception of Satan, many 
forſake the Faith, grow careleſs and indifferent 
as to the Things of God, and, of Courſe, fall 
into Sin and Wickedneſs, ſo that this laſt 
Church-State ſhall not be of long Continuance; 
for, at the third Verſe, it is ſaid, Satan muſt be 
locſed a little Seaſon. At the tenth Verſe, the 
Devil is caſt into the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, 
where are the Beaſt and the falſe Prephet, that 
is, the Pope and Malomet, the papal Power and 
the Mahometan Power. Then follows the laſt 
and general Reſurrection, and the End of the 
World. Therefore, this moſt glorious State 
has no Exiſtence until this World 1s deſtroyed. 
The 21ſt Chapter is rather deſcriptive of the 
glorious State of Believers in Heaven than of a 


Church- 


1 2 Pet. iii. 13. 
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Church-State upon Earth. This, indeed, his 
Lordſhip grants, in another Part of his Book. 
He affirms, the new Heaven and the new Earth 
follow after the general Judgment. A 
* new Heaven and a new Earth ſucceed in the 
te Room of the firſt Heaven and the firſt Earth, 
* which paſſed away at the general Judgment.” 
+ © The Church of Chriſt ſhall endure through 
c all Times and Changes in this World, and 
&* likewiſe in the World to come; it ſhall be glo- 
* rious upon Earth during the Millennium, and 
* ſhall be more glorious ſtill in the ne Earth, 
er the Millennium, % all Eternity.” If, 
therefore, by the moſt glorious State, his Lord- 
| ſhip means, the State which is deſcribed in the 
21ſt Chapter, then that is, by his own Confeſ- 
fion, a Deſcription, not of the Church militant 
upon Earth, but of the Church triumphant, 
which ſhall endure fo all Eternity; and there- 
fore, alſo, it is no Proof, that the laſt State of 
the Church militant upon Earth ſhall not be 
wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked. But, if the Right Reverend Au- 
thor means the Millennium- State to be that glo- 
rious State, then, 1 anſwer, that the Millennium- 
State is not the laſt Church-State, but the fol- 
lowing State of the Church, when Satan was 
looſed, and Gag and Magog came up to oppreſs 
and to perſecute the beloved City; ind which 
State of the Church was a State wherein Profeſ- 
ſors were wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 

C 2 and 
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and blind, and naked; and was that State of 
which CHRIST foretold, that, when he came, 


* ſhould he find Faith on the Earth?” 


By this Time, I apprehend, you will think, 
with me, that this plain Reaſon doth not amount 
unto a Demonſtration, but that, notwithſtand- 
ing his Lordſhip's Objections, the ſeven Epiſtles 
to the ſeven Churches may ſtill be prophetical. 
G ve me Leave, therefore, in my Turn, to offer 
one Reaſon why they are prophetical : And that 
is, all he ſcven Churches were not in Being at 
the. Time St. ohn wrote the ſeven Epiſtles; 
and, therefore, to write to Churches before they 
were in Being, and to deſcribe their State be- 
fore they had. any Exiſtence, muſt be writin 
prophetically. Several cf theſe Churches, as 
Pergamos, Sardis, &c. can be traced up no 
higher than about 200 Years after Chriſt, which 
is above 100 Years after St. John was recalled 
from his Baniſhment at Palmas, where the Apo- 
calypſe was written. Thyatira was not heard 
of, as a Church, until about the ſame Time. 
This is confeſſed and granted by Epiphanius, 
who flouriſh:d about the Year of Cbriſt 370; 
and it is but te ſonable to believe, that this very 
ancient and venera“ le Father, who was Biſho 
of Salamine, in Cyprus, and who lived neither 
ſo far remote from Thyatira, nor ſo diſtant, as 
to the Time, as we hve, muſt: be better ac- 
quainted with that City, and better informed 
when a Church of Chr:/# was firſt erected in it, 


than 


{ 18 ) 
than we, who live 1400 Years later than he: 
Epipbanius acknowledges, that there was no 
Church in Thyetire when St. John wrote the 
Apocalypſe, and from thence argues, that theſe 
Epiſtles muſt be prophetical of what ſhould be- 
fal the Church of Chriſt in after Ages: And 
this his Lordſhip grants, though Something 
unwIwngly His Words are, Certain He- 
6 retics, called Alogi, have affirmed, but have 
« only affirmed, without any Proof, that, at 
e the Time of St. Jobn's writing, there was no 
68 Chriſtian Church at Thyatira, Epiphanius 
se adinits- it, and thence infers, that St. Fobn 
te muſt have wrote with a prophetic Spirit. Ihe 
Objection is frivolous, but the Anſwer is 
< worſe. For there is no juſt Cauſe for doubt- 
© ing, that, at this Time, there was a Chriſ- 
« tian Church at Thyatira. This very Epiſtle is 
e ſufficient Prof of it.” What you will think 
of his Lordſhip's Proof I know not: The 
Queſtion is, whether St. Jobn wrote this Epiſtle 
to the Chriſtian Church at Thyatira propheti- 
cally or not. If he wrote it prophetically, then, 
we know, it was as eaſy for him to write to a 
Church not then in Being as it was to write to 
one that was in Being; and, therefore, the 
Epiſtle itſelf is no Proof that the Church of 
Thyatira was then in Being, for that would be 
ſuppoſing that he did not write prophetically, 
which is ſuppoſing the Thing that was to be 
proved. But, beſides the Evidence of Epipba- 


uius, 


cc 


N Vol. III. Fo. 35 
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nius, Who admits the Fact, and affirms, that 


there was no Church at Thyatira at that Time. 
The Silence of all other Writers, concerning 


any - Chriſtian Church being at Thyatira, until 


200 Years after Chriſt; there being no Account 
of any Angel or Biſhop of that Church before 
that Time; and no eccleſiaſtical Writer being 
able to carry up the Liſt of the Biſhops of that 
Church higher than that Time; 1 ſhould think, 
would, even without the Teſtimony of that 
Father, amount to a preſumptive Proof, at leaſt, 
that there was no Church there earlier than 200 
Years after Chri/t, and that, therefore, theſe 


Epiſtles were prophetical. 


I have dwelt the longer in the Anſwer to this 
Proof, offered by the very reſpected Author of 
the Diſſertations, becauſe his Lordſhip ſeems to 


lay great Streſs upon it: And I hope I have an- 


ſwered all his Objections made againſt the 
Opinion, that theſe Epiſtles are prophetical, and 


deſcriptive of ſo many States and Periods of the 


Church of Chriſt upon Earth. And I truſt I 
have, on the other Hand, ſhewn ſome Reaſon 
to believe the contrary Opinion to be true. 


Having thus, as I apprehend, eſtabliſhed the 
Poſition, that the ſeven Epiſtles to the ſeven 
Churches are prophetical, let us proceed to fix 
their Veriods, in Regard to the Church of Chriſſ. 


And I think the ſeven States do moſt ſtrikingly 


divide themſelves, and, in general, fix their own 
| | Periods. 


8 

periods. Epbeſus is the apoſtolic State; of which 
her Character, of © trying thoſe who ſaid they 
& were Apoſtles and were not,” + is a ſufficient 
Proof; for none could pretend to be the Apoſ- 
tles of our Lord Jesus CHRIST after the apoſtolic 
Age, This Church-State continued to the 
Time of the firſt Perſecution, under the heather: 
Roman Emperors, after the apoſtolic Age. 
The Smyrnean Church-State began at that Time, 
and continued to the Time of Conſtantine the 
Great. The State of the Church, deſcribed by 
the Church of Pergamos, began under Conſtantine 
the Great, when the Church had Peace, and 
laſted till the Emperor Phocas, or Phocion, in 
the Weſt, An. 606, ſet up the Pope of Rome 
above all other Biſhops, and Mabomet broached 
his Errors in the Eat. The Thyatirian State of 
the Church began from the Time of the ſpread- 
ing of the popiſh Hereſies over all the Veſt, as 
Mahometaniſm did over all the Eaſt, and conti- 
nued, through all the dark Ages of Popery, until 
Luther and Calvin, and the Reformation in Ger- 
many, England, &c. The Sardian State com- 
menced at the Reformation, ſtill continues, but 
is waxing old and wearing away, to make Room 
for the Philadelphian State, which is now about 
to appear: In which Church-State will be that 

lorious Millennium which will continue to the 
End of a Thouſand Years, as the Name, Mi- 
lennium, implies. Then the Laodicean State will 
ariſe, which will be but ſhort, and its Period 


will 


+ Rev. ii. 2, 
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will be fixed with the End of the World. and 


the laſt and general Judgment. 


The Epiftle to the Church of Epbeſus, ſuffi- 
ciently points out the State of the Church which 
me repreſents, that is, the apoſtolic State. The 
Church was not free from Perſecution at that 
Time. The Tews and heathen Roman Empe- 
rors were the great Enemies of the Chriſtians; 
therefore the Church is commended for her Pa- 
fience under Perſecution : * © Thou haſt borne 


.* and baſt Patience, and, for my Names Sake, 


* haſt laboured and haſt nat fainted.” That the 
Church of Smyrna is alſo predictive of the 
Church of Chriſt, under the ten Perſecutions by 
the Roman Emperors, is plain, from the De- 
ſcription of her Sufferings. + © T7 know thy 
c Works, and Tribulation, and Poverty: — Fear 
«. none of thoſe Things which thou fhalt ſuffer 


% Behold, the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Pri- 


« ſon, that ye may be tried; and ye ſhall have 
% Tribulation ten Days. Be thou "Faithful unto 
« Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life.” 
Here her Tribulations, Impriſonments, and 
Death, are mentioned, and alſo, that ſhe was 
to ſuffer theſe Tribulations fen Days, plainly 
pointing out the ten Perſecutions ſhe was to ſuf- 
fer. This Church-State began from the Time 
of the apoſtolic Age, and ended with the heathen 
Perſecutions, when Conftantine, the firſt Chriſ- 
tian Emperor, aſcended the imperial Throne, 

brought 

Rev. ii. 3. + Rev, ii. 9. 
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brought Peace to the Church of Chriſt, and 
introduced the Church-State of high-towering 
Pergamos, a Name expreſſing that Grandeur 
and Glory the Church was in during. this 
Church-State. The Eaſe, Riches, and Honour, 
which the Church enjoyed under the Chri/tian 
Emperors, naturally cauſed many Profeſſors to 
grow careleſs and to relax in their Diſcipline z 
and with this they are charged: “ I know thy 
* Weorks and where thou dwelleſt, even where Sa- 
© tan's Seat is. - I have a few Things again 
& thee, becauſe thou baſt there them that hold the 
Doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to caſt 
«© Stumbling-Blocꝶ before the Children of Iſrael, 
« to eat Things ſacrificed to Idols, and to commit 
« Fornication. And it is remarkable, that 
many Profeſſors, during this Period, married 
beathen Wives; whereby they were frequently 
prevailed on to eat Things which had been offered 
to their Idols, and at laſt to worſhip them; which 
was ſpiritual Fornication, and what is here meant 
by the Doctrine of Balaam. When Conſtantine 
came to the Crown, his Subjects were, Part of 
them, Chriſtians, and Part of them Heatbens: 
His Governors and Magiſtrates were at the firſt 
all Heathens. Rome was Satan's Seat, and the 
Seat of the Weſtern Empire, until Conſtantine 
built Conſtantinople, and removed the imperial Seat 
to that City: Rome, therefore, abounded with 
heathen Governors and Magiſtrates, who afflict- 
ed the Chriſtians daily, ſo far as they were per- 

D mitted; 
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mitted; and the Arians alſo greatly infeſted the 
Church, ſo that the Labours of the Chriſtians 
were great among them to keep their Faith invi- 
olate; and this is intended by the Commenda- 
tion given them in the former Part of the above- 
cited Scripture. This State continued till the 
Pope uſurped univerſal Power in the Weſt, un- 
der the Grant of the uſurping Emperor Phecas; 


and then came on the dark State of the Church 
of Thyatira. 


Poverty, Reſtraint, and Perſecution, produce 
Watchfulneſs and Prayer; as, on the contrary, 
Riches and Eaſe breed Carelefineſs. This was 
the Caſe under the Chriſtian Emperors. The 
Popes, armed with univerſal Power over all their 
Brethren by the Emperor Phocas, and fired with 
Ambition, ruled the Church according As their 
Pride and their Covetouſneſs prompted them; ſo 
that Darkneſs and Poverty were the natural Con- 
ſequences thereof, whilſt the Pope and hisClergy 
governed all Things, not according to the Word 
of God, but according to tbeir Will: For ſuffering 
this they are reproved at the 2cth Verſe; where, 
by the Woman Jegebel, is intended the popiſb 
Church, which was become as wicked and 1do- 
latrous in 1dol-Worſhip, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
praying to Saints and Angels, Sc. as ever was 
Fezebel, the Wife of Ahab: The Reproof is in 
theſe Words: * Notwithſtanding 1 bave a few 


« Things 


+ In which the Bread is deified by a Mock-Creation of the Prieit, 


and tranſubſtantiated into, and worſhipped and eaten as, an Idol, 
Rev. ii. xx. 
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« Things againſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſt that Wo- 
« man Jezebel, which calleth herſelf a Propbet- 
© eſs, to teach, and to ſeduce, my Servants to com- 
*« mit Fornication, and to eat Things ſacrificed un- 
to Idols.” This State of the Corruption of the 
Church of Chriſt, by the popiſb Doctrines of the 
Church of Rome, and the Pope's tyrannizing 
over the Conſciences of Men, moſt plainly mark 
this Era of the Chur ch, which began at the 
Time when the Pope was declared ſupreme 
over all other Biſhops, and laſted till his Power 
and Reign met with a Check at the Reformation, 
when began the Sardian Church-State, which 
ſtill continues. 


The Epiſtle to the Church of Sardis is fo 
ſtrongly characteriſtic of the reformed Churches 
at this Day, that little more need be done than 
to read that Epiſtle to ſee our own Likeneſs, 
« * T know thy Works; that thou haſt a Name; 
* that thou liveſt; and art dead: Be wwatchful, 
e and ſtrengthen the Things which remain, that 
&© are ready to die; — remember, therefore, how 
« thou baſt received and heard; and bold faſt and 
e repent ; for I bave not found thy Work perfect 
e before God.” This is the Character of the 
Church of Sardis; and is it not of the Church 
of England too? We have the Name of a pure- 
ly reformed Church, who proteſts againſt the Er- 
rors of Popery, doctrinal and practical, but are 
we not dead, as to Faith and good Works? We 
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Il ſtill have a Name to live as a true Church of 
| Chriſt, in our Articles, Howilies, and Liturgy, 
| but are we not dead to the Practice of all reli- 
ious Duties? Have we not fallen from that 
Faith, which we heard, and zealouſly received, 
at the Reformation? And are we not ready to 
go back into Egypt? To return unto the Boſom 
of the popiſh Church? So far as we have fallen 
from what we have heard, and received, at the 

| Reformation, ſo far have we returned back to 
Popery. This Church-State draws near to its 
1 Period, Theſe Wars, which are a juſt Puniſh- 
| ment for our Unbelief, and our general ſhame- 
ful Revolt and Apoſtacy in Doctrine and Princi- 
ples, are introducing the Ph:ladelphian Church- 
State, which will be a glorious State of it, where- 
in brotherly Love will diſtinguiſhedly and emi- 
nently univerſally abound throughout the Whole, 
and wherein ChRIST will reign with his Church 
a Thouſand Years; during which Time Satan 
will be bound; his Power to do Miſchief re- 
ſtrained; the Pope and the Turk will go down; 
Rome will be deſtroyed; great Numbers, both 
of Jews and Gentiles, will be called, © Behold? 
% I have ſet before thee an open Door, and no Man 
* can ſhut it,” The Call of the Jews, and the 
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1 Coming :- in of the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, will 
a be at this Time :+ And the Children of Gop will 
4 fee Eye to Eye. . After theſe great Events are 
. brought about, and the Thouſand Years 1 
5 | | this 
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this glorious Church will decline; and Satan 
again be looſed. Then will the laſt State, the 
Laodicean State, (the dead Image and Likeneſs 
of the lovely Philadelphia,) begin, whoſe Luke- 
warmneſs and Indifference to the Things of God, 
and Doctrines of the Goſpel, will put a Period 
to that State, and to the World. And, now, 
let any impartial Perſon judge whether or not 
there are any innate Characters in theſe Epiſtles, 
which are ſo peculiar to thoſe Churches, to 
whom they were written, that they cannot be 
ſo well applied to the Church of any other Age, 
as his Lordſhip of Briſtol is pleaſed to affirm, 


As the Downfall of the Pope and the Turk is 
an Event wherein all Chriſtians are greatly inte- 
reſted, ſo it is what all earneſtly deſire ſhould be 
ſpeedily accompliſhed. The near Approach of 
that happy Time is a pleaſing Proſpect. It can- 
not be far off, The Things which will precede 
their Deſtruction ſeem to be theſe: A general 
Defection and Falling-away from the Doctrines 
of Faith in all the reformed Churches; and this is 
exactly the preſent Time, This is preparatory 
to their re-embracing the papiſb Doctrines, which 
it is probable they will do, ſo that the Pope will 
regain his Glory; his deadly Wound, given 
him at the Reformation, will be healed. Ma- 
ny Wars between the Ruſſians and the Turks pro- 
bably will ariſe, wherein the Turk will not be 
ſucceſsful, but will be weakened ; a general War 

over 
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over almoſt all Chri/tendom; a Return of the Pro- 
tetant Churches to the very Border, if not into 
the very Pale, of the Romiſh Apoſtacy. This 
ſeems to indicate that the Roman Catholic Pow- 
ers would be ſucceſsful in their Wars. A moſt 
violent Perſecution for Three Years and a Half, 
repreſented unto us under the Image of the 
Slaying of the two Witnefles, and their dead Bo- 
dies lying unburied Three Days and a Half, “ 
The Remoyal of our Candleſtick, and the Set- 
ting of it up (perhaps) in America. Theſe Things 
will, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, take up ſome 
Time; and then in one Day, I that is, (in the 
Language of Prophecy,) in one Year, the Pope 
and the Turk will, ſuddenly, both be caſt down, 
and Rome will be deſtroyed by Fire, probably, 
burſting from the Earth, or the Eruption (it 
may be) of ſome Volcano. 


The Weſtern Antichtiſt, the Pope, will be 
caſt down and deſtroyed by Princes of her own 
Communion, and not by the Turk, as ſome 
have thought, for the Turk will fall at the ſame 
Time with him, and therefore cannot overcome 
and ſurvive him; and the Power of the Turk, 
as well as of the Pope, is already viſibly decrea- 
fing; therefore, not by the Turk, but by the 
Roman reigning States, will the Beaſt be thrown 
down, whoſe Eyes Gop will open to fee, and 
acknowledge, the Truth, and who will then 
hate the Whore the more, for having been ſo 

long 
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long deceived by her. Theſe Princes will ſud- 
denly, and therefore powerfully, deſtroy her, 
as it is, Rev. xvii. 16, 17. The Ten Horns, 
* cobich thou ſaweſt upon the Beaſt, theſe ſhall hate 
te the Whore, and make ber deſolate and naked, 
* 47d ſhall eat her Fleſh, and burn her with 
“ Fire; for Gop hath put in their Hearts 70 
« fulfil bis Will, and to agree, and give their 
e Kingdom unto the Beaſt, until the Words of 
« Gop ſhall be fulfilled.” Probably Gop will 
make Uſe of the Houſe of Bourbon to accompliſh 
that great Event, who have an Appearance of 
becoming powerful by Means of her Family- 
Compact: But, whoſoever Gop will emplo 
as the Inſtrument, we are aſſured ſhe ſhall be 
made deſolate by thoſe who now agree to give 
their Kingdoms unto her ; and this will be as 
ſoon as ever the one Thouſand Two Hundred 
and Sixty Years are completed, 


The Eaſtern Antichriſt muſt fall at the ſame 
Time, and conſequently by ſome other Power; 
and what Power is ſo probable (it may be rea- 
ſonably thought) as the Ruſtans to be that Inſtru- 
ment in the Hand of Gop? Whole Antichriſt 
will go down by Force, and ſuddenly, The Or- 
toman Empire is very extenſive, covering great 
Part of Afia, Africa, and ſome Part of Europe. 
No other Empire than the Ru/jan ſeems capable 
of reſiſting the Turꝶ with Succeſs. Their Em- 
pires border. upon each other. Theſe are pro- 
bable Reaſons that the Power of Ruſſia will be 


employed 
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employed to overcome and deſtroy the Maho- 
metan, And, we may farther add, that it may 
be obſerved from Hiſtory, that all Nations have 
their Riſe, their Glory, and their Deeay : Their 
Riſe, when they emerge from Barbariſm ; their 
Glory, when they become civilized ; and their 
Decay, when their Riches introduce Effeminacy, 
Luxury, Diſſipation, and every Vice. We may 
alſo obſerve that the Courſe of this Civilization 
hath been from Eaſt to Weſt: That, as they 
emerged from their Barbariſm, learned the Art 
of War, and retained their Ruſticity and Hardi- 
neſs, they conquered other Countries. Thus 
the Aſyrians, who had conquered many People, 
when ſunk into Debauchery, and when their 
| Riches had furniſhed the Means of ſatisfying every 
Luſt, were overcome by the more hardy Medes 
and Perſians: And, when they, through the 
Riches they had acquired by Conqueſt, were, in 
their Turn, become vicious, and were ſunk 
into that Debauchery which had deftroyed thoſe 
they had conquered, the effeminate Darius was 
ſubdued by the more manly, Grecian Alexander: 
And when the Grecians were, in the like Man- 
ner, fallen into Luxury, they were overthrown 
by the Romans. Thus we ſee Civilization tra- 
velled Weſtward, verging towards the North, 
The Romans, when they had paſt the Meridian 
of their Glory, and had loſt that honeſt Manli- 
_ neſs, good Faith, and Love to their Country, 
which are the Support of every Society of Men, 
when public Virtue, and true and diſintereſted 
Patriotiſm 
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Patriotiſm, were ſwallowed up in Venality, Cos 
vetouſneſs, and Selfiſhneſs, were over-run by 
the more honeſt and hardy, but more barba- 
rous, Goths and Vandals, and other Nations, in- 
habiting Germany and the North. A Tartarian 
Tamerlane overcame a ſplendid and delicate Ba- 


Jazet, And, having now taken a ſhort View 


of the ſeveral Nations in 4/a and Europe, and 
of their Riſe and Fall, what People remains un- 
debauched and uncorrupt, in its primitive Hardi- 
neſs and Simplicity, but Ria? What Power 
under Heaven is ſo likely and probable to be the 
Means employed by Providence to overcome 
that Power of the Eaſtern Antichriſt, who poſe 
ſeſſes ſo large a Part of Europe, Aſia, and Afris 
ca? I am not ſpeaking now of what Gop can 
do; he can work by the moſt improbable Means, 
or even without Means, if he is pleaſed ſo to 
will; but the general Courſe of his Providence 
is to bring about Events by the Uſe of Means; 
and therefore Rigſſia ſtands faireſt, in the Eye of 
human Reaſon, to be the Inſtrument that will 
be employed for that Purpoſe ; for they are juſt 
now, in the Time of our own Memory, emer- 
ging out of Barbariſm; they have learned the 
Art of War; they are civilizing, and arriving 
to the Zenith of their Glory and Power; they 
ſtill retain their Hardineſs ; they are, as yet, un- 
debauched with Luxury and Effeminacy ; they 


have a vaſt Empire, the Extent whereof is al- 


moſt unknown ; they have many Millions of 
Men, who, by Reaſon of the Coldneſs of their 
9 Climate, 
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Climate, can bear any Fatigue; a Winter-Cam- 
paign in Turkey, when the Turks cannot keep 
the Field, on Account of the Severity of the 
Seaſon, being perhaps as warm to them as a 
Summer-Campaign in their own Country; In- 
ſtances whereof we have ſeen in their late Wars 
in Turkey, Add to all this the numerous Hords 
and Tribes of Tartars who join with them, and 
can you find a Country, under Heaven, that bids 
ſo fair to be the Deſtroyer of the Eaſtern Anti- 
chriſt ? 


That Wars will abound in theſe latter Days 
we are aſſured by the infallible Word of Truth. 
Our Lord aſſures us, in Anſwer to the Queſtion 
of his Diſciples, What ſhould be the Sign of 
his coming, and of the End of the World, that, 
« Nation ſhall riſe againſt Nation, and Kingdom 
« againſt Kingdom,”* That the War will be 
general over almoſt all Chrifendom ſeems natu- 
rally to flow from the Manner by which Anti- 
chriſt muſt fall. He muſt be caſt down by War: 
The Weſtern Anticbri/t by Princes of her own 
Communion ; the Eaftern Antichriſt by ſome 
Power adequate to ſuch an Event : And, if that 
Event ſhould be effected, as we have thought it 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, by Ryfia, then ſurely the 
Wars between Ry/ia and her Allies, and the 
Whole of the Mahometan Powers, and between 
the Princes of the Rom:/þ Communion and the 
Pope 


* Matt. xxiv. 7, 
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Pope of Rome, muſt ſpread over all, or the great- 
eſt Part of, Chriſtendom. 


Before the Fall of Antichriſt there will be, 
itis reaſonable to believe, a Return of the Pro- 
teſtant Churches into the Boſom, as has been 
ſaid, of the Church of Rome; a Removing of 
our Candleſtick towards the Cloſe of the Sardian 
Church-State; a Setting of it up, in all Proba- 
bility, in America, which will form the Com- \ 
mencement of the Philadelphian Church-State. 
Theſe Events wil} be brought about gradually ; 
therefore will, in all Probability, take up ſome 
Years to complete them, 


It is more than probable that the reformed 
Churches will fall back into the popiſhᷣ Commu- 
nion: Many in Germany have returned to it al- 
ready; Lutheraniſm is at this Day ſcarcely one 
Degree from Popery; the Greek Church is nearer 
than all, that proteſt againſt popiſb Errors; 
we are grown. lukewarm ; a general Stupor and 
Careleſſneſs, concerning the Things of Gop, 

the great and Foundation-Truths of the Goſpel, 
and our own Souls, have ſeized upon Proteſtants 
in general; we are lately fallen in Love with, 
or, at leaſt, have ceaſed to hate, popiſh Tenets ; 
our Fathers thought, that the Belief of a Power 
being delegated to any one upon Earth, and that 
by Gop himſelf, to excommunicate and dethrone 
Princes, and to abſolve Subjects from their Oaths 
of Allegiance to their Prince, thoſe ſolemn Ties 
E 2 and 
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and Pledges of their Loyalty and Obedience; 
was ſubverſive of all Rule and Government; 
and therefore they abhorred the Doctrine, and 
dreaded the Conſequences of ſuch flaviſh No- 
tions, which, if they ſhould prevail, they judged, 

would entirely diſſolve the Union between the 
Prince and the People, and, in the End, deſtroy 
all civil and religious Liberty; and, therefore, 
that the Maintainers of ſuch Tenets were not to 
be tolerated, in Regard to the political Evil of 
their Principles, . nor to be countenanced in a 
Prateſlant Land, But we, their wiſer Sons, ha- 
ving fallen into a deep Lethargy, as to the Sub- 
ſtance and Realities of Religion, and, having no 
1 508 in our own Hearts, now begin to think 
the Pope of Rome to be a harmleſs Power, and 
the popiſh perſecuting Spirit and antiſcriptural 
corrupt Doctrines to be inoffenſive, and rather 
innocent than dangerous, and therefore many 
and great Indulgences, very recent, have been 
granted, and till are granting, to the Profeſ- 
ſors of that erroneous enflaving Opinion, which 
Gop has declared he will deſtroy, and whoſe 
Deſtruction is at Hand. And are not thoſe ſo 
many Advances towards a Reconcilement to, 
and Union with, that apg/fate Church? ** 
the Plague is already begun in our Camp.“ 


Every Step towards a Recootiliation with the 
Church of Rome is, ſo far as it goes, a Remo- 
vin 8 of our Candleſtick from us until it is entire- 


ly 
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ly taken away. Theſe Signs declare the Times: 
They ſhew the Sardian Church State to be 
drawing towards its Period, The Light of our 
Candleſtick is extinguiſhing, and America ſeems 
to be the happy Land where Gop will ſet it up 
chiefly in the next Church-State. This was 
the Opinion of the divine Herbert among others, 
who, about one Hundred and Fifty Vears ago, 
could ſing, in his Church militant; 

« Religion ſtands on Tiptoe in our Land, 

« Ready to paſs to the American Strand.“ 

It was his Opinion, that the Courſe of the Goſ- 
pel was according to the Courſe of the Sun; 
that the Light of Life was introduced, as it were, 
by the natural Light of this World. The Goſ- 
pel followed the ſame Track with Civilization, 
and often was brought into a Pagan Land by 
the Conqueror's Sword. It was our Lord's 
Command that the Goſpel ſhould be firſt preach- 
ed at Jeruſalem.“ From thence it ſpread ; and 
the Sound thereof went out into all Parts of the 
known World, I but, eſpecially, weſtward of Je- 
ruſalem Churches were eſtabliſhed, as all the 

particular Epiſtles of the New Teſtament teſtify, 
the Churches to which they are written all ly- 
ing to the Weſt. The Courſe of the Goſpel 
was, from Teruſalem into Greece, from thence 
to Italy, France, Great-Britain, Germany, and 
all over Europe: Egypt, Abyſſinia, and, if not 
all, yet the greateſt Part of, Africa, have heard 
the joyful Sound: It therefore ſeems to be very 
probable 


® Luke xxiv. 47, 1 Rom, x. 18. 
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probable at the leaſt, and the preſent Appear- 
ance of Things corroborates the Opinion, that, 
from Great-Britain the Goſpel will proceed to 
America, and the Candleſtick of the Philadel- 
pbian Church be ſet up and ſpread there, that 
the poor Heathens, the Indians who are the 
Natives of that Land, may enjoy the Benefit of 
the Light thereof. And it is remarkable, that 
that Country is already in Poſſeſſion of the Name 

of the next Church-State, Providence havin 
put it into the Heart of Penn, the Settler of that 
Country, to call the chief City of the Province, 
bearing his Name, by the Appellation of Ph:/a- 
dielpbia, & as if to ſet a Mark upon the Country 
where the chief Seat of that Church-State ſhould 
be. Our bleſſed Lord hath ſaid this ſhould be 
the Courſe the Goſpel ſhould take, when preach- 
ed in the World; for, inſtructing his Diſciples 
what ſhould happen after his Deceaſe, the Suc- 
ceſs of his Goſpel, and the Treatment the Pro- 
feſſors thereof ſhould meet with, he tells them, 
e This Goſpel of the Kingdom ſhall be preach- 
* ed in all the World for a Witneſs unto all 
* Nations, and then ſhall the End come. —For, 
** as the Lightning cometh out of the Eaſt, and 
e ſhineth even unto the Veſt, so ſhall alſo the 
* Coming of the Son of Man be.” Our Lord 
firſt declares the Goſpel ſhould be preached in 
all the World, and then ſhews the Manner of 
; It's 
* Philadelphia is the chief City of the Province of Penſlva- 


ia in America. 


+ Mat, xxiv, 14, compared with Verſe 27, 


=> | 
its Progreſs; that it ſhould follow the Courſe 
of the Sun: For, as his Enlightening came out 
from the Eaſt, and ſhined round unto the Weſt, 
enlightening all Nations even unto the End of 
the World, so ſhould the Coming of the Son 
of Man, in the Light of his Goſpel, be ; coming 
out of the Eaſt, and ſhining even unto the Weſt, 
enlightening with the Light of Life all the Na- 
tions of the World who fat in Darkneſs and the 
Shadow of Death : Therefore, as America is 
the next Country weſtward of Great- Britain, it 
is very probable, the Goſpel continuing his Courſe 
ſtill farther towards the Veſt, following the Sun, 
according to our Lord's Words, that the Can- 
dleſtich of the next Church-State will be ſet up, 
and the chief Seat of the P3:/adelphian Church 
be, in that Country, as the chief Seat of the 
Sardian Church is in Britain. Let us now en- 
quire when this great Work in Providence is 
likely to be brought to paſs, and when the Phi- 
ladelphian Church-State will commence. 


That the Downfall of Antichri# muſt hap- 


pen ſoon may be evinced from aView of what re- 


mains to be accompliſhed before his Fall. An- 
tichriſt is reigning, and the Witneſſes are pro- 
phecying. This is the preſent Time. The 
only Event, which Gop has revealed ſhall come 
to pals before Antichri/t is deſtroyed, and which 
has not yet been brought about, 1s, the Slayin 

of the Witneſſes : For, upon the Slaying of the 
Witneſſes, and upon the Spirit of Life entering 


into 


F 2 

into them, at the Expiration of three Years and 
a Half, Antichri/t is deſtroyed, and the ſecond 
Woe is paſt.* Now, this being all that re- 
mains to be fulfilled of the Prophecy before the 
Fall of Antichri/?, and he having reigned con- 
feſſedly much more than one Thouſand Years, 
and his Reign being limited to one Thouſand 
Two Hundred and Sixty Years, it cannot be 
long before that Event muſt take Place, Wars 
and other Things, preparatory to the Slaying of 
the Witneſſes and the Fall of Antichriſt, are now 
commenced, and ſoon will, in all Probability, 
break forth much more ſtrikingly. For Wars 
are not caſual, as we may ' think, but are di- 
rected by infinite Wiſdom to ſame certain End 
and Purpoſe. 


The Time the Pope was to reign upon Earth 
is determined to be forty-two Months, which, 
reckoning thirty Days to the Month, make one 
Thouſand Two Hundred and Sixty Days, and 
taking a Year for a Day, according to the Scrip- 
ture Manner of Computation, is one Thouſand 
Two Hundred and Sixty Years, at the Expira- 
tion of which Time, both the Pope and the 
Turk will infallibly be caſt down, for they both 
aroſe together, and the Time of their Duration 
is the ſame. The outer Court of the Temple 
was to be trodden under Foot by the Gentiles 
forty and two Months, and the two Witneſſes 
were to prophecy in Sackcloth a Thovſand T wo 

Hundred 


® Rev. xi. g. 14. 
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Hundred and ſixty Days, æ which is the ſame 
Space of Time, for forty and two Months con- 
tain one Thouſand two Hundred and ſixty 
Days, and the Beaſt alſo was to continue forty 
and two Months, which is one Thouſand two 
Hundred and fixty prophetic Days or Years. 
The only Difficulty, therefore, is to find out from 
what Time we ſhould begin to reckon ; that 
being once known, the Year of the Fall of An- 
thrift would be certain. Some, by beginning 
to compute thoſe Years from too early a Date, 
make his Fall to advance to a Time which is 
now already paſt, as Mr. Mede, who begins to 
compute from the Year 456, when Valentinian 
the Third died, and Genſericus took and ſacked 
Rome the ſecond Time, and the Empire was di- 
vided into ten Kingdoms : But, according to 
this Computation, the Pope ſhould have fallen 
Sixty one Years ago, vig. in the Year 1716, 

4 as appears by the Margent. The Lord 
— Biſhop of Briſtol thinks the Computation 
4900 ſhould be from the Year 727, when the 
Pope ſhook off his Allegiance from the 

727 Exarch of Ravenna, and, according to this 

1269 Computation; the Pope's Fall will not be 
1987 theſe two Hundred and ten Years, as 
1777 alſo appears by the Margent; which, I 
210 think, with great Deference to his Lord- 

— ſhip's Judgment, is beginning his Calcu- 
lation too late; becauſe the Pope had exiſted, 
both in Name and Power, for above one 1 2 

F dre 


® Rev, xi. 2. + Rev. Xille 5. 
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dred and twenty Years before his Lordſhip be- 
gins to compute ;z and how then can bat becal- 
led the Riſe of Antichriſt, or his beginning to 
reign, when he had reigned at Rome as Pope, 
and as a temporal Prince; and had exerciſed all 
the Powers of both, gradually encreaſing in the 
Plenitude thereof for above a Denial *Fabore F 
And it is well known that the Popes paid little 
or no Obedience to the Greek Emperors, from 
the lime of Phocas's Grant for their being 
univerſal Biſhops or Popes, and at laſt denied all 
Obedience or Submiſſion to them, or their Ex- 
arch of Ravenna, Therefore I think it more 
agreeable to the Prophecy, to begin the Com- 
putation when the Pope began to reign as uni- 
verſal Biſbop, and a temporal Prince, and that 
was in the Year 606 ; for, in that Year, he-was 
openly enthroned, according to Phocron's Grant 
to Pope Boniface the Third; and ſurely when 
he was enthroned he began to reign: Princes 
are often ſaid to reign before they are enthroned, 
but are never denied to reign after they have 
been publicly enthroned; therefore,” he then 
beginning to reign publicly and viſibly as a Prince, 
the End of his Reign, and his Deſtruction, as 
5 037" appears 

* With the Riſing of the ten Kings the Rifing of Autichri 
muſt concur z who therefore began gradually to proceed toge- 
ther with the Jrruptions of the Barbarians into his Kingdom, 
and Difipation of the Empire, and in 606 was openly en- 
throned: But, Dan. vii. 24. An:ichrif? is (aid to come up after 
the ten Horns. This underſtand / bis open enthroning, which, 
began in 606, after the Inundation of the ten Kings; but ſe- 


cretly and hiddenly he aroſe before, even among them. F. 
Parker on the Väſions and Prophecies of Daniel, Fol. 27, 


(as 1 


606 appears by the Margent, will fall upon 
1260- the Year 1866, which is but cighty-nine 
7866 Years to come.“ Dr. Gill's Opinion was, 
1777 that this great Event would be brought to 
paſs, according to the Jargeſt Compatation 
— that had been made, within one Hundred 
and fifty Years at the utmoſt. This he ſaid 
twenty-five Years ago, which is therefore now 
reduced to one Hundred and twenty-five Years. 
His Words are, Though we can come at no 
<« Certainty, as to the preciſe Time when theſe 
* Things ſhall be, yet ſome Degree of Under- 
* ſtanding of theſe Times may be come at; 
* and, from the Circumſtances of Things, it 
% may be concluded, that theſe Dates cannot 
© reach beyond an Hundred and fifty Years more, 
* and, it may be, they may expire much ſooner,” + 
The Doctor's Account over-runs my Calculation 
but thirty-ſix Years, and ſeems not to have been 
an exact Computation, but given in even Num- 
bers. It is alſo obſervable that in the ſame 
Year 606 Mabomet roſe in the Eaſt. His Lord- 
ſhip of Bri/lol ſays, & * It is wonderfully re- 
„ markable —. the Doctrine of Mohammed 
« was firſt forged at Mecca, and the Supremacy 
* of the Pope was eſtabliſhed by Virtue of a 
« Grant from. the wicked Tyrant Phecas in the 


F 2 very 


And row, wiz. the Cloſe of the Year 1778, about 87 Years, 


+ Gill's practical Improvement of the Watchman's Anſwer, 
a Sermon printed 1752, Fol. 13. 

t | have been informed, ſince writing the above, that, by & 
later Work, the Doctor's Calculation agrees with mine. 


& Biſhop Newton on the Prophecies, Vol. ii. Fol. 211. 


—— — 
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& yery fame Year of Chriſt 606. Dean Pri- 
deaux alſo, as quoted by his Lordſhip, makes 
the ſame remark.* It is to be obſerved,” 
fays the Dean, that Mabomet began this Im- 
te poſture about the ſame Time that the Biſhop 


«* of Rome, by Virtue of a Grant from the wicked 


&* Tyrant Phocas, firſt aſſumed the Title of 
ce bee Paſtor, and hereon claimed to him- 


4 ſelf that Supremacy which he hath been ever 
« fince endeavouring to uſurp over the Chriſtian 


« Church. (Phocas made this Grant, A. D. 
&« 606, which was the very Year that Mahomet 
« retired to his Cave to forge that Impoſture 
* there, which, two Years after, 4. D. 608, 
te he began to propagate at Mecca.) And, 
e from this Time, both having conſpired to found 
te themſelves an Empire in Impoſture, their 
« Followers have been ever ſince endeavouring, 
te by the ſame Methods, that is, thoſe of Fire 
« and Sword, to propagate it among Mankind: 
ce So that Antichriſt ſeems, at this Time, to 


cc have ſet both of his Feet upon Chriſtendom to- 


te gether, the one in the Eaſt, and the other in 
te the Weſt; and how much each hath tram- 
„ pled upon the Church of Chriſt the Ages 
c ever ſince ſucceeding have abundantly experi- 
& enced. And, a little after, viz. at Page 
212, his Lordſhip goes on, and ſays, 46 If this 


Interpretation be true, the Religion of Mo- 


* bammed will prevail in the Eaſt the Space of 
* one 


Life of Mahomet, P. 13. 8th Edit. See alſo Biſhop Jew. 
ell's Reply to Harding, P. 181. 


181 

* one Thouſand two Hundred and ſixty Years, 
« and then a great and glorious Revolution will 
** follow; perhaps the Reſtoration of the Jews; 
“perhaps the Deſtruction of Antichrift: But 
* another till greater and more glorious will 
te ſucceed; and what can this be ſo probably as 
© the full Converſion of the Gentiles to the 
* Church of Cbriſt, and the Beginning of the 
% Millennium, or Reign of the Saints upon 
« Earth?” \ 


I cannot quit this Head, concerning the Time 
of the Downfal of Antichriſt, without obſerving 
that his Lordſhip of Briſtol, Dean Prideaux, 
and all Writers, agree the Riſe of Mabomet to 
have been in the Year 606 ; ſo that the Time of 
his Deſtruction is certain enough, vig. in the 
Year wherein I have fixed it, Anno Dom. 1866. 
His Lordſhip ſays, (Page 135,) A Thouſand 
* two Hundred and three»ſcore Years is the 
e Period aſſigned for the Tyranny and Idolatry 
te of the Church of Rome.” And the Dean ſays 
they both aroſe together, the Pope and Mabomet, 
and from the Year 606 they have both conſpi- 
red to found themſelves an Empire in Tyranny, 
Perſecution, and Impoſture ; therefore from 
the ſame Year muſt the Computation of the Du- 
ration of their Reign be, which will expire at 
the Time I have before mentioned, even ac- 
cording to what his Lordſhip and the Dean have 
granted, 


A 


q 


with univerſal Perſecution. 


{8 9 
A few Things concerning the great Perſecu- 
tion, which ill befal the little Flack of our 


Lord, and which will be probably univerſal, 


for the Space of three Years and a Half, re- 
main to be ſaid. 


This Perſecution will be the laſt and greateſt 
that the Church of Rome ſhall inflict upon the 
Church of Chriſt: It ſuppoſes the Beaft to have 
univerſal Power at this Time, | otherwiſe ſhe 
could not be able to afflict the Church of Chriſt 
| nd how can this 
be, unleſs the reformed Churches become po- 
Piſb, or the Kings of the Romiſh Communion 
prevail over, and lubjugate, the proteſtant Coun- 
tries? It ſeems as if the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel; who chiefly are thoſe who prophecy in 
Sackcloth, will be the principal Object of the 
Rage of Ant:chrijt at this Period, and that this 
Perſecution will moſtly fall upon them, It will 
be very dreadful, it being deſcribed unto us by 
fo ſhocking an Image as the Slaying of the Wit- 
neſſes, and of their lying unburied three Days 
and a Half. We learn from Rev. xi. 2. that 
St. John was not to meaſure the outer Court, 
becauſe that was given unto. the Gentiles to be 


trodden under Foot forty and two Months. By 
Gentiles are deſigned Enemies of the Church of 
Chriſt, The Church of Rome was to tyrannize 
over the Church of Chri/ forty and two Months: 
The Gentiles therefore are the Church of Rome. 
The two Wingels are to prophecy during the 

ſame 


LF. 
fame Time, viz. during one Thouſand two 


Hundred and fixty prophetic Days or Years; 
therefore the two Witneſſes muſt be the Church 
of Chri/t, which, during the Reign of Anticbriſt, 
ſhall be continually prophecying and proteſting 
againſt the Pope and his erroneous Doctrines. 
And when they ſhall bawe finiſhed their Teſtimony, 
the Beaſt, har aſcendeth cut of the bottomleſs Pit, 
ſhall make War againſi them, and ſhall overcome 
them and kill them.“ Here cri prevails 
over the Church of Cbriſt; the Pope perſecutes, 
overcomes, and kills. And their dead Bodies 
ſhall lie in the Street. — And they of the People, 
and Kindreds, and Tongues, and Nations, alf 
ſee their dead Bodies three Days and a Half, and 
ali not ſuffer their dead Bodies to be put into 
Graves. This ſhews the Perſecution will be 
univerſal among all People, and Kindreds, and 
Tongues, and Nations; and that this Perſecu- 
tion ſhall continue three Vears and a Half; for 
ſo long Time the dead Bodies of the Witneſſes 
were ſeen among them. During this Time 
the whole Romiſh Church will rejoice over the 
poor ſuffering Servants of the Lord JEsus CHRIST. 
They will be exceeding glad, and triumph at 
their Succeſs and Victory. But after three Days 
and a Half, the Spirit of Life from Gop entered 
into them, and they food upon their Feet, After 
this dreadful Perſecution ſhall be ended, and 
which will be at the Cloſe of the one Thouſand 
two Hundred and ſixty Years Reign of Anti- 

brit. 


* Rev. xi. 7. 
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out putting great Force upon the Prophecy. 


( 4d ) 

ebrift, then Babylon the great is deſtroyed ; the 
Pope overcome even the very next Year, for 
otherwiſe he would not ceaſe from (laying the 
Witneſſes; and the Turkiſb Power will fall 
with him. Then that happy Church-State, 
the Pbiladelphian, will commence, and glorious 
It will be, If I am not much miſtaken there- 
fore, the Perſecution will begin near about the 
Year 1861; add three Years and a Half for the 
Time of the Perſecution, and one Year more 
for the Downfal of Antichriſt and the De- 
ſtruction of Babylon the great, and it will bring 
it to the Year 1866. 


Some have been of the Opinion, and I have 
known it to be yours, that the Council of Trent 
was the Slayer of the Witneſſes, and that the 
two Scripture Teſtaments, viz. of the old and 
of the new, were the Witneſſes, I grant that 
their Number and their Office agree; for they 
teſtify and are Witneſſes for JesUus. But there 
are ſeveral Things, which are ſaid of theſe 
Witneſſes, which Character the Bible will not 
ſo well anſwer ; ſuch as their being clothed in 


Sackeloth; their being killed; their dead Bodies 


being expoſed to the View of their Enemies, 
in the Street, for the Space of three Days and a 
Half; their Enemies not ſuffering their dead 
Bodies to be put into Graves; their riſing again; 
and their being caught up into Heaven. Theſe 
Things cannot be underſtood of a Book, with- 


Neither 


( 


Neither to me, I muſt own,AFit more pro- 
bable the Council of FFent, that you are 
free to ſay you are jpetined to think, (as well as 
the Old and New Teſtaments being the Two 
Witneſſes,) is the Slayer of the Witneſſes. I 
ſee Nothing in that Council, I muſt truly fay, 
which, in any juſt and due Proportion, will an- 
ſwer to the Deſcription in the Prophecy, but the 
Time of their Seſſion, which was about three Years 
and a Half, But ſurely neither that alone, nor the 
Council's condemning the Doctrines of that 
Book, will be ſufficient toconcludezhattobea whole 
and adequate Fulfilment of the Prophecy. We 
may obſerve that the Spirit of God, in foretelling 
Things to come, predicts them very minutely and 
circumſtantially, as their Events, when brought 
to paſs, have evinced; witneſs the Babyloniſh Cap- 
tivity; Zedekiab's being told he ſhould fee the 
King of Babylon, ſhould be carried into Babylon, 
and yet ſhonld not ſee Babylon; which was 
brought to paſs to a Tittle: witneſs Daniel's ſe- 
venty Weeks, and all the Prophecies concerning 
the Mfeſiab; and therefore the fmall Agreement 
of the Council of Trent with the Prophecy in 
Regard to the Time, will ſcarcely be ſufficient 
to determine it to be the Accompliſhment there- 
of, eſpecially as there are many Evehts which bid 
as fair for it as that. The Council of Conſtance 
was held about the Year 1414, and fat three 
Years and a Half exactly, wherein Job Hu 
and Jerome of Prague were condemned. And, 
I think, Brightman refers the Slayiog of the 


Witneſſes to the War by the Leaguers of Smal- 
| h eat, 


G 


0 
tf 
l 
þ | 
, =. 
1 
1 
1 
| 
{ 
H 
l 
: 
\ 


——ͤ— 4a ns * p 8 
„* 


* 
Fo 


J 
Y 
þ 


3. © 


cald in Germany, about the Year 1547, when the 


Proteſtants were beat, and the Papiſis greatly 
rejoiced ; but, in i550, three Years and a Half 
after, the Witneſſes may be faid to have ariſen 
again, when the Magdeburghers obtained a great 
Advantage over the Enemies of the Truth. 
The Perſecution in the Marian Days in England 
continued three Years and a Half, The Maſ- 
ſacre in France, called the Maſſacre of Paris, 
began in 1572, and laſted till 1 576, which was 
three Years and .a Half. The Perſecution of 
the Proteſtants in Predmont was juſt the ſame 


Time, for they were forbid by an Edict the Ex- 


erciſe of their Religion, on Pain of Death, by 
their Sovereign, the Duke of Savoy, in 1686 ; 


they were baniſhed their Country within three 


Months after, and, the latter End of the Year 
1689, three Years and a Half following this, they 
recovered their Country, and, in April 1690, 
they were by another Edict eſtabliſhed peace- 
ably in their own Land again : Therefore, as 
all theſe ſeem equally probable, it is ſcarcely 
poſſible to determine if any or which is the 
Event predicted, or to affirm it more of one than 
of another: unleſs you will ſay theſe are different 
Partsof one and the ſame Event, and together make 


up the whole of the Prophecy, as I believe to 
be your Opinion, 


Having ſhewn that it is not probable that either 
the two Teſtaments (v2s. the old and new) were 
the Witneſſes, or the Council of Trent were the 
Slayers of them, I proceed to ſhew that none of theſe 
Events before- mentioned can be the Slaying of the 


Wuineſles, 


* 


* 


( 43 ) 
Witneſſes, and that is, becauſe the Witneſſes are 
not yet flain, for they are, at this Day, prophe- 
ſying in Sackcloth:; Neither is Antzchri/tyet fallen, 
which abſolutely muſt be at the three Years and a 
Half's End, otherwiſe the Slaying of the Witneſſes 


would be continued longer than the Time pre- 
dicted, | | 


But, before I enter farther into this Branch of 
the Argument, it may be neceſſary to prevent 
an Objection that may be made to the Opinion, 
that Goſpel Miniſters, and not the old and new 
Teſtaments, are the Witneſſes ſpoken of. The 
two Teſtaments, barely conſidered as a Book and 
in itſelf, and only as an Inſtrument, is but a mere 
paſſive Letter; it witneſſes Nothing, neither does 
it prophecy, unleſsthe Truths therein are preached, 
much leſs in Sackcloth, To witneſs any Thing ac- 
tively to others, in the Form of a Witneſs, it muſt 
be read: To prophecy and declare its Teſtimony 
publicly, it muſt be proclaimed by Men: There- 
tore | fubmit it, that thoſe who proclaim the Doc- 
trines contained therein to Mankind, thoſe who 
give this Teſt monyof Jesus, thoſe whoteſtifypub- 
licly againſt Auticbriſt, are the Witneſſes intend- 
ed by this Prophecy, not excluding the written 
Word which Antichriſt allo oppoſes ; but I think 
the Word alone will not anſwer the Deſcription. 
It may be objected, that the Witneſſes are faid 
to be two, whereas the Prophets of IEHOVAH- 
Insus are many. I anſwer, They are ſaid to be 
two in Reſpe of the Validity and Truth of their 
Teſtimony, and the Sufficiency of their Evidence, 
two Witneſſes being required by the Law of God 

G 2 to 
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to eſtabliſh: any Truth; otherwiſe the Prophecy 
might as well have ſaid, I will give Power to 


my Witneſs, ſpeaking of one, or to my Witneſ- 


ſes, ſpeaking indefinitely of many. And perhaps, 
not improbably, it may be ſpoken in Agreement 
with our Lord's Practice, which was, to ſend out 
his Witneſſes, viz. his Diſciples, by Pairs. Thus, 
ſeparate me ( ſays the HoLy GnosT) Barnabasand 
Saul, for the Work whereto I have called them, 
Again, when they diſagreed, it is ſaid, Barna- 
bas took Mark, and Paul choſe Silas; ſtill the 
Witneſſes were two; their Evidence was law- 
ful; they agreed in their Teſtimony; and the 
Nations were bound to receive the Truth they 
teſtified, But the Witneſſes, who teſtify for IxE- 
sus and againſt Antichriſt, aRE Two. There 
are the Miniſters of the Goſpel who prophecy, 
and there are thoſe who hear, believe, and re- 
ceive, their Prophecy; the Clergy and the 
Laity ; the little Flock, who all, as well the 
Sheep as the Shepherds, witneſs for Jesus : Or, 
to come nearer to the Opinion of ſome others 
who have written on the Subject, the two Wit- 
neſſes may be the Word of God, the Goſpel of 
our Salvation, and the whole little Flock of 
Cbriſt the Preachers and Believers of it, who not 
only bear their Teſtimony againit Antichri/t, 
but are Witneſſes for IEsus in their Lives, and 
in and by their Deaths. Though I confeſs I 
rather incline to think the Witneſſes here ſpoken 
of muſt be ſuch who can witneſs for Chriſt in 
ſuffering, and in laying down their Lives for 
his Truth, which a Bcok cannot do. Theſe 
Witneſſes, the Clergy. and the Laity, agree 
together : 
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together : They bear one uniform Teſtimony 
of the ſame Truth againſt Antichriſt, and they 
are not yet ſlain, but continue to prophely in 
Sackcloth. Mr. Stephens, indeed, of Fenn Drai- 
ton, a well-known Writer on this Subject, thought 

the two Witneſles to be the ſame mentioned, Ch. 
Xii. 17. with © the Remnant of the Woman's Seed, 
which keep the Commandments of God, and have the 


Teſtimony of JesUs, and called a Remnant with Re- 


ference to a former Seed: i. e. The Martyrs un- 
derheathen Rome, as theſe, i. e. the Remnant, were, 
under papal Rome; and, conjunctly, ane and the 
other, make in the whole Body what in the Pro- 
phecy is named the Two WIT NES SES.“ Which 
in general, though differing in ſome Circumſtan- 
ces, is not diſagreeing with my Argument. 


The Witneſſes were to propheſy one Thou- 
ſand two Hundred and ſixty Days, even as 


as Antichri/t ſhould reign, and towards the Cloſe 


of his Reign, that is, three Years and a Half 
antecedent thereto, he ſhould overcome them, 
and then he ſhould go finally and totally down. 
If the Council of Trent is to be underſtood to 
be the Slayer of the Witneſſes, then Antichriſt 
ought to have fallen above two Hundred Years 
ago, whereas Antichriſt, both Eaſtern and Weſt- 
ern, reigns yet in great Pomp and Power; and 


conſequently the Witneſſes are propheſying yet, 


for they muſt propheſy during the one Thouſand 
two Hundred and fixty Years of his Reign, It 


you ſtill think the Council of Trent to be the 


Slayer of the Witneſſes, and that their: Seſſion 
of three Years and a Half was the Time where- 


in 
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in they were ſlain, and that this Time of Perſe- 
. eution ſpoken of is already paſt, then I ſay there 
has been no Reſurrection of the Witneſſes; for 
the Decrees of that Council are ſtil} enforced by 
the Pope, and obeyed by his People as much as 
ever; and, therefore, inſtead of their having 
been ſlaying the Witneſſes three Years and a 
Half, they have been ſlaying them theſe two 
Hundred Years and more, for they have never 
been alive again to the Terror of their Enemies, 
who flew them, as Str. John predicts they ſhould. 
Bp. Newton makes Uſe of moſt of theſe Arguments: 
as well as Dr. Gill. And his Lordſhip of Briſtol ex- 
preſsly ſays, that **the greateſt Part ofthis Prophe- 
cy, reſpecting the Witneſſes, is unfulfilled ;* that 
the Slaying of them will be towards the Cloſe of 
Antichriſt's Reign of one Thouſand two Hun- 
dred and ſixty Years, and that the Witneſſes 
muſt propheſy, and bear their Teſtimony againſt 
him, during all that Time,” | 


Some Writers underſtand the Death and Re- 
ſurrection of the Witneſſes ſpiritually. That 
being filenced, deſpiſed, reviled, and had in Con- 
tempt, and Abhorrence, is their ſpiritual Death; 
and that their being again favoured, permitted to 
preach, andcountenanced by Authority, atthe End 
of three Years and a Half, is their ſpiritual Reſur- 
rection. But this ſeems to be no more than a 
Conſequence unavoidably flowing from their 
ſanguinary Perſecution : For, as there muſt be 
a great Slaughter of the Children of God, to 
anſwer the Deſcription in the Prophecy, and, 
as it will not be in the Power of the Beaſt to de- 


ſtray 


1 
ſtroy totally the Church of Chri/t, and every 
Member thereof, within the three Years and a 
Half, at the End of which Time Anticbriſt muſt 
fall, upon whoſe Fall and Deſtruction thoſe few 
or (it may be) many that are left, like a Reſur- 
rection will go forth publicly propheſying. 
This will be a real Reſurrection of the Witneſſes 
for Jeſus, though there ſhould not be a real Re- 


ſurrection of the identical Bodies of thoſe who 


were actually flain by Antichriff. This calami- 
tous Perſecution, I have ſaid, from my under- 
ſtanding of the Prophecy, would be probably 
univerſal; but, as I am from ſeveral Cauſes mo- 
ved to think America (in Appearance) will be a 
diſtinguiſhed, if not prime, Seat of the next 
happy Church-State after a great Deal of Blood- 
ſhed there, ſo I am alſo inclined to an Apprehen- 


fion Great-Britain and her Jes will be a conſi- 


derable if not principal Seat of the Slaying of the 
Witneſſes. The Prophecy declares their dead 
Bodies ſhall lie in the Street of the great City. 
The great City is undoubtedly Rome, and not 
Jeruſalem. By the Street we muſt underſtand 
therefore ſome Part of the Romiſb Juriſdiction; 
and why not Great Britain? Where ſhould the 
dead Bodies lie, but where they are ſlain ? 
Where can they be ſlain but where they are? 
Where are there ſo many Witneſſes as in the 
Britiſh Iſles, and in that late viſible Revival and 
Spread of genuine Proteſtant vital Religion, as 
for ſome Time and throughout moſt Places has 
been, and may be now, ſeen among us? If it 
be objected, Britain is not within the Romiſh Ju- 
riſdiction, as a Street of that City, be it remem- 


bered 
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bered that it once was one of the Streets of that 
great City, that ſpiritual Sodom, when ſhe, be- 


fore the Reformation, acknowledged her Power, 


and lived under her peſtilent Errors and Domi- 
nion: And be it remembered alſo that the refor= 
med Churches will (by this Prophecy) return to 
Popery, and, is it not much to be feared, Great- 


Britain with them? The Fears of the good 


and judicious Dr. 7. Goodwin, an Autgor, I 
know, in ſingular Favour and Eſteem with vou, 
ſeem to be but too well grounded; that the Pro- 
phecy in Daniel“ hath Reſpect to us, which 
{peaks of Antichrift planting the Tabernacles of 
his Palace between the Seas, in the glorious holy 
Mountain, or the Mountain of Delightof Holineſs.” 
Now where has Gop fuch a Mountain of Delight 
28s Britain, fince the Revival of the clear uncor- 
rupted Goſpel among us? What Place between 
the Seas is there, tp which this Character will a- 
gree, more conſpicuoufly than to Britain? And 
where is the Goſpel preached and believed on in 
greater Spirituality and Purity? This Argument 
1 have taken from an Author which now lies be- 
fore me. Theſe Wars which now ſeem waiting 
to afflict Europe and have long done America be- 
gin to uſher in the Miſeries of this dreadful Perſe- 
cution. But what Power and Dominion muſt the 
Pope and the Romi ſp Princes obtain betore the Year 
1800 or 1801, if the Interpretation J have given 
be right, about whieh Time the Perſecution will 
commence? The Proſpect beyond this Period is 
delightful. It is comfortable to think that ſome 
now born may live to ſee that much · defited Time, 


and 


* Dan. xi. 45. 
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and make, themſelves, Parts in that gloriousChurch- 
State. But how full of Trouble and Bloodſhed will 
the Nations upon Earth be, from this preſent Time 
till then? The dark and bloody Way to the Phi- 
ladelpbian Church- State is moſt ſolemnly awful 
and very affecting. Oh! my Friend, let us pray 


for Faith to hold on and to hold out. It is not poſ- 
fible, indeed, for either you or me, according to 


the Sande Cen of Nature, to ſurvwe unto 


. theſe trying terrible Days. We only now lee their 


faint firſt Dawnings and Beginnings - Bloodſhed 


and Slaughter are again upon the Earth, and teem 
to be growing and accumulating. May all our Di- 


viſions be healed. May Gop grant Feace to our 
Land, and may we, in Mercy and divine Favour, 
be taken away from the Evil to come, is, dear Mr. 
Browne, the conſtant and earneſt Prayer of 


Your long intimate 
and very affeftionate, &c, 
A. MADDOCK. 


Guilſborough, Northamptonſhire, 
4th October, 1777. 


To the Rev. Mr. B 
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POB8RTSECRIPT. 


Paſſage in your laſt eſcaped me, when I wrote mine 
of the zotb of May laſt; and, if I had remembered 
it, ] had not Rocm there to have written my Thoughts 
upon it. Your Words are, The Pouring out of the latt 
s Vial appears to be only on the Enemies of the 
„% Church.” Whereby you ſeem to judge, that [I 
ſuppoſe the Vials bring on the Perſecution of the Wit- 
nefſes; and therefore you infer, “that I am miſtaken in 
% my Opinion, that the Slaying of the Witneſſes is yet to 
„ come,” and will fall at the latter End of the Reign of 
the Beaſt. To ſet this right, we muſt ſce where we are 
new ; and, having ſet our Foot firm upon the preſent Point 
of Time, we may look about, and fee what Part of the 
Prophecy is paſt, and what yet remains to be completed. 
We are, then, at this Time, 
In the Sardian Church-State, 
Under the feventh Seal, 
the ſixth Trumpet, 
and ſecond Woe. 


That we are in the Sardian State, I have fſhewn in my 
Letter at large. We muſt be under the ſeventh Seal ; 
becauſe, until the ſeyenth Seal was opened, the Sounding 
of the Trumpets did not begin. Some think that the In- 
Auences of the ſeventh Scal are over; I humbly conceive 
they are not. The Duration continues to the End of 
Time. The Trumpets and Vials are ſignificative only of 
ſeveral Particulars which will fall out during the ſeventh 
Seal: for, otherwiſe, there is Nothing happens under 
this Period but the giving the feven Angels the ſeven 
Trumpets; whereas, under the former Seals, great Com- 
motions happened in the World, But this is not mate- 
rial. As to the Trumpets, we read, Rey, ix. the Sound- 
ing of the fifth Trumpet brings up an Army of Locuſts 
upon the Earth. By the Locuſts, , Commentators are pret- 
ty well 2greed, and the learned Biſhop has very ſolidly and 
clearly proved, are meant the Saracens, who over-ran 
great Part of the Eaft, and that concludes the firſt Woe. 
This, therefore, ts paſt; the Saracens have conquered, and 
this Part of the Prophecy, in the minute Letter of it, is 
fulfilled. Upon the Completion of the firſt Woe, which 
brought on the Saracens, the ſixth Trumpet ſounds. Under 
the ſixthi Trampct tne two Witneſſes prophecy in Sackcloth, 
and continue to do ſo all the I ime of the Reign of the Beaſt. 
| The. 
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The Beaſt is ſtill reigning: The Witneſſes are ſtill prophe- 
cying : Therefore we are under the ſixth Trumpet. And we 
are under the ſecond Woe ; for the ſecond begins where the 
firſt Woe ends, and is not ſaid to be paſt until the Reſur- 
reQtion of the Witneſſes, and their Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
Rev, xi. 14; and, as that yet remains to be fulfilled, we 
muſt, therefore, be at prefent under the fecond Woe. 
This being the Caſe, the ſeventh Trumper and the ſeven 
Vials are yet to come; and I agree with you, that “ not 
* only the ſeventh Vial, but the ſeventh Trumpet, and 
« all the Vials, bring on the Deſtruction of the Enemies 
© of the Chri/lian Church.” The Sounding of the ſeventh _ 

Trumpet will be at the Cloſe of the Sardian State, and of 
the 1260 Years, the Length of Antichriſt's Reign. It 
will put a Period to the Reign of the Beaſt, and bring De- 
liverance to the Witneſſes, and cloſe their Sufferings : 
For, upon the Sounding of the ſeventh "Trumpet, the 
Kingdoms of this World become the“ Kingcoms of our 
Lord and of his Chriſt. See Verſe 15.— The third Woe 
comes on the Enemies of the Church upon the Sound- 
ing of the ſeventk Trumpet. The Holy Spirit having 
foretold the Miſeries that the Eaftern and Weſtern 
Antichriſt, i. e. the Turk and Pope, ſhould bring on the 
People of God under the ſixth Trumpet, and the Duration 
of their Reign, without interrupting the Thread of the 
Narrative with any Thing elſe that ſhould fall out during 
that 1 ime, now, moſt plainly, the xii. Chap. takes up 
the State and Sufferings of the Church of Chriſt during 
the ſame Space of 1260 Years, and returns back to the be- 
ginning of the ſixth Trumpet. Having before told what 
the Enemies ſhould do, it now tells us what the Church ſbauld 
ſuffer, and relates her Flight into the Wilderneſs, where 
the was to continue 1260 Days, viz. Years. Obſerve : 
In the xi. Chap. where ſpeaking of what the Beaft h:uld ds, 
and having brought us towards the End of his Reign, it 
fays, (7th Verſe): The Beaſt, that aſcendeth out of the 
bottomleſs Pit, ſhall make War againſt them, and ſhall o- 
vercome them, and i them, And in the xiii. Chap. 
ſpeaking of what the Church ſbauld ſuffer, and having 
brought us to the ſame Period, it is ſad, (Verſe 7): Ir 
was given unto him to make War with the Saints, and to 
overcome. them, and Power was given him over all Kin- 
dreds, and Tongues, and Nations. Compare theſe toge- 
ther, and you will ſee they both ſpeak of the fame Fadis : 
Fiz. the Slaying of the W:tneſies ; the Cloſe of the fix'h 
| Trumpet; 
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Trumpet ; and the Sounding of the ſeventh Trumpet, 
when Babylon-falls, as it toes in the very next ente 
Upon the Sounding of the laſt Trumpet the third Woe 
begins; and, in the xv. Chapter, the ſeven Vials are given 
to the feyen Angels to be poured out. The xiv. Chapter, 
upon the Sounding of the ſeventh Trumpet, introduces the 
Pbiladelphian State, when the 144.006. with the Lamb, 
ung the new Song.—Verſe 6, the everlaſting Goſpel is 
preached, whilit Babylon is falling. In the xvi. Chapter, 
the Vials are poured out, and, you may obſerve, with 
great Celcrity, one after another; for Antichriſt will go 
down ſuddenly, as a Millftone caſt into the Sea. The 
fifth Angel pours out his Vial upon tac Scat of the Beaſt, 
and the ſixth Angel upon the River Euphrates, or, as I 
ſuppoſe, upon the Turk, or Eattern Atichrift; tor whole 
Aulichriſt, Eaſtern and Weſtern, goes down in a Day: 
that is, a Year. The lait Vial completes his Deſtruction. 
Rev. xvi. 17. The feventh Angel poured out his Viat 
© jnto the Air; and there came a great Voice out of the 
Temple of Heaven, from the Throne, laying, it is dene. 
Then follows a minute Account of the Manner of her Fall, 
and of the Conſequences thereof, in the xvii. xviii. and xix. 
Chapters. The xx. reaſſumes the Narration from the De- 
ſtruction of Antichriſt and his Scat, with the Binding of Sa- 
tan for a Thouſand Years, and the Saints reigning with 
Chriſt during that Time, which conſtitute the Millen= 
nium Satan looſed when the "Thouſand Years are expired, 
which I apprehend to be at the Cloſe of the Philadelphian, 
and the Beginning of the Laodicean, Siate—the Battle of 
Gos and Magog with the Saints that remained unperverted 
10 that lukewarm State—the Devil finally caſt into the 
Lake—and the laſt and general Reſurrection, But, my 
Friend, how much farther have you drawn me than | ever 
intended? I meant no more, at firft, than to ſhew the ſe- 
ven Churches were prophetic, and contained an Account 
of what ſhould befal the Church to the End of Time ;—. 
what was, probably, doing now, and when Antichriſt 
ſhould fall; but never intended to trouble myſclt with 
the Seals, Trumpets, Vials, &c. But vou have ſet me to 
write a Comment, almoſt, upon the Revelation, inſtead of 
a Part, Adicu, my dear Friend, 


; Hur ever affectionate, &c. A. MADDOCK. 
Guilſborough, 6th of June, 1778. $7 . 
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